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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Newtown  and  Llanllwchaiarn 
Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  an  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  of  your  district  for  the  year  ended  December  31st, 
1952. 

I should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Council  for  the  welcome  which  they  gave  me 
when  I took  up  my  official  duties  in  November,  1952,  and  for 
their  wholehearted  support. 

To  my  colleagues  I would  also  like  to  express  my  sincere 
thanks  for  their  help  and  ready  co-operation. 

I am, 

Yours  faithfully, 

AMELIA  ROWLES, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Statistical  Survey. 

1951. 

1952. 

Area  in  acres  

7224 

7224 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  (mid 
year  estimate) 

5386 

5276 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

1702 

1775 

Rateable  Value 

£27,372 

£27.592 

Sum  represented  by  one  penny  rate 

£104  5s.  2d. 

£108  7s.  lOd 

Vital  Statistics 

(Based  on  Registrar-General’s  mid-year  estimate). 


Live  Bipths. 

1951. 

1952. 

Total 

Male  Female 

Total  Male  Female 

90 

54  36 

94 

53 

41 

Legitimate 

88 

52  36 

93 

53 

40 

Illegitimate 

2 

2 0 

1 

0 

1 

Birth  Rate,  per  1,000  population 

for  Newtown  U.D. 

16.7 

17.81 

• 

For  the  whole  of  the  County 

16.83 

16.66 

For  England  and  Wales  

15.5 

15.3 

Still  Births. 

1951. 

1952. 

Total  Male  Female 

Total  Male  Female 

4 

3 1 

2 

1 

1 

Legitimate 

4 

3 1 

2 

1 

1 

Still  Birth  rate  per  1,000 

total  births 

42.5 

20.8 

For  the  whole  of  the  County 

20.9 

20.0 

Infant  Mortality. 

1951. 

1952. 

Total  Male  Female 

Total  Male  Female 

Deaths  of  Infants  under 

four  weeks 

2 

2 0 

0 

0 

0 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  4 
All  these  were  legitimate  births. 

3 1 

3 

0 

3 

Infant  Morality  Rate  (Deaths 

of  Infants  under  one  year 
per  1,000  live  births) 

44. 

32. 

For  the  whole  of  the  County  . 

30. 

29. 

For  England  and  Wales 

29.6 

27.6 

1951. 

1952. 

Total  Male  Female  Total 

Male  Female 

Deaths. 

89  46  43 

84 

33  51 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

16.52 

15.92 

For  the  whole  of  the  County 

14.08 

12.40 

For  England  and  Wales 

12.5 

11.3 
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Causes  of  Deaths. 


The  causes  of  death  of  infants  under  one  year  were  two 
cases  of  Bronchopneumonia  and  one  of  gastro-enteritis. 

There  was  one  death  attributable  to  childbirth. 


Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

Other  tuberculosis 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  stomach 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  lung  and  bronchos 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  breast 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

Diabetes 

Infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hyptertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease  

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate  « 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents  

Suicide 


1951  1952 

Total  Total  Males  Fem. 

2 10  1 

10  0 0 

6 0 0 0 

12  11 
2 2—2 

3 11  5 6 

0 2 11 

0 10  1 

8 15  5 10 

7 2 11 

0 10  1 

19  20  9 11 

0 2 2 0 

7 0 0 0 

2 2 0 2 

6 5 4 1 

2 0 0 0 

0 10  1 

2 2 0 2 

12  11 

3 11  — 

0 1—1 

12  7 1 6 

10  0 1 

4 2 10 

0 2 11 


Total 


89  84  33  51 


Age  distribution  of  deaths  in  1952. 


0 —  1 year  0 3 

1- 5  0 0 

5—  0 0 

15—  0 0 

25-  0 1 

35—  1 1 

45-  1 5 

55—  9 7 

65—  10  12 

75—  8 17 

85-  4 5 

Notifiable  Diseases. 

Whooping  cough  2 

Measles  2 

Pneumonia  5 

Scarlet  fever  1 

Erysipelas  1 

Tuberculosis. 

During  the  year  4 cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were 
notified  compared  with  6 cases  in  1951. 

3 occurred  in  males  aged,  23,  40  and  45,  and  one  female 
aged  24. 

There  was  one  case  of  tubercular  glands  in  a female  child, 
aged  7. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA. 


Ambulance. 

The  local  service  consists  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  and 
is  responsible  to  the  Ambulance  Committee  of  the  County 
Council  Health  Committee. 

Telephone  — 9 a.m.  to  5 p.m.  Newtown  205. 

After  5 p.m.  Newtown  359. 

Sitting  car  service, — all  requests  to  County  Health  Offices, 
Newtown. 


Childrens’  Officer. 

This  office  is  established  by  the  County  Council  under  the 
terms  of  the  Childrens’  Adt,  1948.  The  Childrens’  Officer  is  : — 

Miss  C.  Owen  Waterhouse, 

Children’  Dept.,  County  Offices, 

Welshpool.  Telephone,  Welshpool  228. 

The  Childrens’  Reception  Home  is  at : — 

12,  Bronwylfa,  Welshpool. 

Telephone,  Welshpool  109. 

Domiciliary  Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing. 

The  di^tridt  is  served  by  : — 

Sister  C.  Lloyd  Jones, 

Bryneglwys,  Newtown.  Telephone,  Newtown  497. 

Her  duties  both  for  domiciliary  midwifery  and  home 
nursing  extend  to  part  of  Mochdre  and  Dolfor  as  well  as  the 
Urban  District  of  Newtown  and  Llanllwchaiarn. 


Home  Help  Service. 

Home  help  is  available  in  certain  cases  on  application  to 
the  organiser, 

Mrs  R.  Goodwin, 

County  Health  Offices, 

Newtown.  Telephone,  Newtown  205. 
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Hospitals. 

The  local  hospital,  The  Montgomery  County  Infirmary  is 
controlled  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board.  Apart  from  Medical 
and  Surgical  cases,  Maternity  cases  are  also  admitted. 

Sanatoria  : From  this  district  patients  are  admitted  to : — 

The  North  Wales  Sanatorium,  Denbigh,  and 
The  Chest  Hospital,  Machynlleth. 

Infectious  Diseases : Patients  from  this  area  are  received 

into  Monkmoor  Hospital,  Shrewsbury. 

Laboratory  Service. 

A branch  laboratory  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Ivor  Jones  is  at : — 

Donald-Hudson  Pathological  Laboratories, 

Royal  Salop  Infirmary,  Shrewsbury. 

Telephone,  Shrewsbury  4389, 

and  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  M.  V.  N.  Sudds, 

Cardiganshire  General  Hospital, 

Aberystwyth.  Telephone,  Aberystwyth  216. 
Both  laboratories  offer  very  comprehensive  facilities  of 
investigations  of  a Public  Health  nature.  These  facilities  have 
been  freely  utilised  during  the  year  and  have  proved  of  the 
greatest  value. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  this  service  in  your 
area  by  virtue  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1948, 

An  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  on  the  1st  and  3rd  Wed- 
nesdays each  month  at  the  Wesleyan  School  Room  at  2-30  p.m. 

National  Assistance. 

The  Area  Office  of  the  National  Assistance  Board  is  at : — 
Agricultural  House, 

Kerry  Road,  Newtown.  Telephone.  Newtown  341. 
National  Insurance. 

The  Local  Office  of  the  Ministry  of  National  Insurance 

is  at 

Community  House, 

Severn  Place,  Newtown.  Telephone  Newtown  284. 
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Tuberculosis. 

The  service  is  controlled  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Dr  G.  O.  Thomas,  the  chest  physician,  holds  clinics  at  the 
Montgomery  County  Infirmary  2nd  and  4th  Tuesdays  of  each 
month  at  11  a.m. 

Vaccination. 

In  this  area  vaccination  is  carried  out  by  the  local  General 
Pratitioners. 

Lymph  for  vaccination  against  small  pox  can  be  obtained 
from : — 

Public  Health  Laboratory,  Cardiff. 

Public  Health  Laboratory,  Bryn  Hyffryd,  Conway. 

Public  Health  Laboratory,  County  Offices,  Hereford. 

Bacteriological  Department,  City  Laboratory,  126,  Mount 
Pleasant,  Liverpool. 

Diphtheria  Prophylaxis. 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  is  carried  out  at  the  age 
of  nine  months  to  one  year  followed  by  a booster  dose  when 
the  child  enters  school  at  5 years. 

The  service  is  carried  out  by  the  local  General  Pratitioner 
and  by  the  County  Health  Service  in  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic 
and  in  the  local  schools. 

Lymph  can  be  obtained  from  the  County  Health  Offices, 
Newtown. 

Venereal  Disease. 

Clinics  are  held  at  Shrewsbury  and  at  Oswestry. 

(a)  1,  Belmont,  Shrewsbury. 

Men — Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  6 p.m. — 8 p.m. 

Women — Mondays  and  Wednesdays,  3-30  p.m. — 5-30  p.m. 

(b)  The  Dispensary,  Brook  St.,  Oswestry. 

Men — Thursdays,  1 p.m.- — 2 p.m. 

Women — Thursdays,  2 p.m. — 3 p.m. 
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HOUSING. 

During  the  year  62  houses  were  completed  by  the  Council 
and  occupied.  Eleven  were  built  by  private  enterprise. 

27  huts  at  Gian  Dulas  and  Dolfor  Road  Camps  were  Still 
occupied  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

WATER  UNDERTAKING. 

WaSte  detection  measures  were  put  in  hand  and  the  dis- 
tribution system  received  much  attention  including  scraping  of 
certain  sections  of  main,  with  the  result  that  all  premises  in  the 
town  connected  to  the  Council’s  mains  received  an  adequate 
supply. 

There  are  still  384  houses  which  are  supplied  by  standpipes 
in  yards. 

Samples  were  taken  during  the  year  both  for  bacteriological 
and  chemical  examination.  Copies  of  three  bacteriological 
examinations  are  shown  below  : (Taken  on  November  12th. 


1952.) 

Coliform  bacilli  Faecal 

Place  of  sampling.  per  100  ml.  Coli. 

Tap,  Newtown  Hall.  0 0 

Tap,  1-4  Wesley  St.  0 0 

Tap,  Old  Church  St. 

(Rear  of  Fish  shop.)  0 0 


Remarks  : Highly  satisfactory. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION. 


Due  to  increase  in  the  ration  allowance,  the  number  of 
animals  slaughtered  at  the  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughter  House 
rose  to  12,348,  an  increase  of  1,5140  over  1951. 

Inspections  and  condemnations  are  shown  as  under 

Cattle.  Calves.  Sheep.  Pigs.  Total 


Total  killed 

1307 

1057 

9008 

976  12,348 

Total  inspected 

1307 

1057 

9008 

976  12,348 

Diseases  other  than  T.B. 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

40 

47 

150 

44  281 

Parts  condemned 

862 

22 

1033 

99  2016 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  with  diseases 
other  than  T.B. 

68% 

6.54% 

12% 

14.5% 

T.B.  only — whole  carcases 
condemned 

7 

2 

5 14 

Part  carcases  condemned 

64 

— 

— 

27  91 

Percentage  of  the  number 
affected  with  T.B 

5.4% 

19% 

3.2 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

(a)  Number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  1963 

(re-inspections  803). 

(b)  Number  of  notices  served  during  the  year  distinguish- 
ing Statutory  from  informal  notices : — 

1.  Informal  notices  served  93 

2.  Statutory  notices  served  23 


The  result  of  such  notices  : — 

1.  Informal  notices  complied  with  80 

2,  Statutory  notices  complied  with  22 


The  93  informal  notices 

were 

made  up  as  under : — 

Housing  defects 

46 

Drainage  defects  

20 

Other  nuisances 

6 

Food  and  Drugs 

1 

Dangerous  premises  

20 

INSPECTION  OF  OTHER  FOODS. 


During  the  year,  1 ton,  3 cwts.,  3 qrs.,  15  lbs.  of  other 
foodstuffs,  including  canned  foods  were  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption.  Thanks  are  due  to  food  traders  for  their 
ready  co-operation  in  this  matter. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authority  : — 

Number  on  Register,  10  ; Inspections,  20 ; Notices,  Nil ; 
Complied  with,  Nil. 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  Local  Authority  - 

Number  on  Register,  45  ; Inspections,  23  ; Notices,  Nil ; 
Complied  with,  Nil. 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  Local 
Authority  : — 

Number  on  Register,  8 ; Inspections,  32. 


